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Chapter V

Print Culture and the Modern \&fld

Itis difficult for us to imgine a wrld without printed ntger. We

find evidence of print everywhere around us — in books, journals,
newspapers, prints of famous paintings, and also in everyday things
like theatre programmes, official circulars, calendars, diaries,
advertisementscinema postsrd street coners We read printed
literature, see printed images, follow the news through newspapers,
and tak pulic dédes thagppear in print\e tale for granted

this world of print and often forget that there was a time before

1066CHOS

print. We mg not ealise thgrint itselfhas a histgrwhich hasin

fact, shaped our contemporary world. What is this history? When

did printed literature begin to circulate? How has it helped create

the modern world?

In this chapter we will look at the development of print, its : .

Lo\ =7 9 China,
Jopam frisa, Nordh Kovas,

Fig. 1 — Book making before the age of print, from
Akhlag-i-Nasiri, 1595. 1Bol — J600
This is a royal workshop in the sixteenth century,
much before printing began in India. You can see

e
art of writing and illustrating by hand was
important in the age before print. Think about
what happened to these forms of art with the
coming of printing machines.
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i} The First Printed Books

The edrest kind ofprint te@inolagy was deeloped in Chindpan
and Korea.This was a system dfand printingFrom ap 594 Waeodblock p'rm}w\?,
onwards, books in China were printed by rubbing paper — also

invented thex — g@ainst the-inéd surce ofwoodHocdks As both

sides of the thin, porous sheet could not be printed, the tradil New words
Chinese_‘accordidmok’ was folded and stitched at the si
Superly skilled aftsmen could duplteawith emakable accuag,

Calligraphy — The art of beautiful and stylised

the beauty otalligraphy. writing

The imperial state in China was, for a very long time, the major

producer of printed material. China possessed a huge bureaucratic

system Wwich recuited its pesonnel though -ciil sewrice @
examin#ons Textbooks or this @amindéion were printed in &st Q
numbers under the sponsorship of the imperial state. m the

sixteenth centyjthe-number ofexamindion candidies ve 6

and that increased the volume of print.

By the seenteenth centyras urban cultatdoome

uses of print diversified. Print was no long by schofy-

officialsMerchants used print in theuresyd

trade inbrmaion. Reading in@asinly Ielsuac

The nev readeship peferred fictional Waratives g P g5 7 o e ]
nd roi S

autobiographies, anthologies ry masterpiece G i 50
| LA | IR s o I'ﬁf: i i
plays Rich-women began to .{ild mawg m began 1& ’%i |§= _‘&g ;}E* ; ‘EE, I:g*

pulishing their poegrand plgs Wies ofs ulished \igd, v A @E\ TR 3 SRR LARE @ml
their works and cotesans vate dout th% 2R IS L N et SRR I—E.”
_ RS %ﬁf 1%&'“@"&- |§j‘=§ 1354 1= faY 4R
¢ B nev tedinolagy.  4a Tl R s rﬂ%& /ﬁ_ ﬁ? %
Westen printing teniques an sses@e impoted 2% ifﬁ: R 7R ERE 1

in the l4e nineteenth cent pavers esthlished their "ﬁ.‘; Pt R0 ﬁ:ﬁf R B ”ﬁ"
outposts in China. ShanglfaNgegame the hub of the newprlntct f;},%ar A" AT ‘B‘"’f '*r%ﬁ ke %‘

This nev reading culterwas acco

K R A
caering to th&\esten-s @ pools From hand printing themas  © 0 525t :7‘;;; i%% ' e A 3:'
now a gadual shi Retnical printin ) ;Eﬁ Ei ;&*N %’ R
g { p g S H i_l‘; ],ﬁﬁ:‘ ‘@{‘. I@‘h pﬁa 1} i _!"h!;'{ gﬁ_:
S 7R AR e 3L o it
1.1 Print in Japan Piaie A 3§ “7‘33‘ R % ,_i <

Bt I R e TR LB et A
ina introduced hand-prinif | 14‘-‘5‘ 2RI H!*:“ ;-zr" 3L '}é‘t
tedinolagy into pan apundap 768-770The oldestpanese book, [l | Ll Ry 128 n@—‘ A 1 '453]
printed imp 868, is the BuddhBtamond Sutcantaining-six-sheet< ;
of text and voodcut illusttions Pictues vere printed onteiles

Fig. 2 a — A page from the Diamond Sutra. |
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playing cagls and paer mong. In
medieval Japan, poets and pro Belonging to the mid-13th
century, printing woodblocks of

writers were regularly publishe' he fipitaka koreanaare a Korean

and books were cheap and abunde collection of Buddhist scriptures.
They were engraved on about
Printing of visual material led t¢ 80,000 woodblocks. They were
interesting publishing practices. | inscribed on the UNESCO Memory
. . of the World Register in 2007.
the late eighteenth century, in tf
o . Source: http://www.cha.go.kr
flourishing urban circles at_Edi
(later to be known as Tokyo)
illustrated collections of paintings
depicted an_elegant urban culture, involving artists, courtesans,
and teahouse gatherings. Libraries and bookstores were packed

with hand-printed material of various types — books on women,
musical instruments, calculations, tea ceremony, flower Q

| Fig. 2b — Tripitaka Koreana |

arrangements, proper etiquette, cooking and famous plgces.

Box 1

Kitagawa Utamaro __, born in Edo in 1753, was widely.

his contributions to an art form called ukivo (‘picture
world’) or depicti i i

Fig. 3 — An ukiyo
print by Kitagawa
Utamaro.

)

Fig. 4a — A morning scene,
ukiyo print by Shunman
Kubo, late eighteenth
century.

A man looks out of the
window at the snowfall while
women prepare tea and
perform other domestic
duties.

5 ] T Y
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24 Print Comes to Europe

For centuriesilk and spicesoim Chinalbwed into Euope though

New words

the silk oute In the eleenth centuy, Chinese eer eatied Euope
via the same route. Paper made possible the producti
maruscriptscaefully written ly scribeS hen,in 1295Marco Plo,

Vellum —-A pachment made ém the skin
of animals

a great explorer, returned to Italy after many years of exploration in

China As yu read aove,China akag had the tdmolagy of
woodHdodk printingMaico Folo brought this kneledg ba& with

him. Now Italians began producing books with woodblocks, and

soon the tdmolayy spead to other pts of Europe Luxury
editions were still handwritten on very expevsliven, meant for

aristocratic circles and rich monastic libraries which scoffed at p

towns bought theheger printed copies

books aslea vularitiesMerchants and students in tham& || ;

As the demand for books increased, booksellergall " Nger

or skilled handwriters were no longer ployed@
or influential patrons but increagiagly by bbokselleregs .
than 50 scribes ofteroiked r @ pkseller

But the production of handwritten ma \ &Id not sal
the eerincreasing demandrfbooksCog[Qim anxpensie,

| : , . .~ ] freqi

aborious and time-consumingsineg

Fig. 4b — Jikji

e Jikji of Korea is among the world’s oldest
existing books printed with movable metal type.
It contains the essential features of Zen
Buddhism. About 150 monks of India, China and
Korea are mentioned in the book. It was printed
in late 14th century. While the first volume of
the book is unavailable, the second one is available
in the National Library of France. This work marked
an important technical change in the print
culture. That is why it was inscribed on the
UNESCO Memory of the World Register in 2001.

demand for books, wogdck printing gradually became more

and moe populaBy thé @ fteenth centy,wooddods vere

being widely usag in

religious pict@s witlMsimpléorief texts

There was clearly a great need for even quicker and ct
reproduction oftexts This could oyl be with the wention ofa
new print tetinolagy. The beakthough occued a Stiasboug,
Gemary, where _dhann Gutenberdeeloped theifst-knavn

printing pess in the 1430s
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rope to print textiles, playing cards,

and

Activity

Imagine that you are Marco Polo. Write a letter
from China to describe the world of print which
you have seen there.



2.1 Gutenberg and the Printing Prese

Gutenberg was the son of a merchant and grew up on af
agricultural estate. From his childhood he had seen wine an
pressesSubsequenthe leant the at of polishing stonglsecame a
master goldsmith, and also acquired the expertise to creaf
moulds usedof making trinkts Drawing on this kneledg, |
Gutenbeg adpated «isting tekbnolagy to design his inndion.

| LSRN
were used for casting the metal types for the letters of the alf m‘ﬂ
By 1448, Gutenberg perfected the system. The first book he [ # S e .
was the Bible. About 180 copies were printed and it took J’hF@e5—A Portrait of

. . Johann Gutenberg,
ears to produce them. By the standards of the time this was;tast

production.

The new tdanolagy did not enteely displace thexisting afr of
producing books by hand.

In fact, printed books at first closely resemble W N

manuscripts in appearance and layout. The met

ornamental hantitten style€omers were illu
with foliage and other patterns, and illustrati

books printed for the rich, space for dec W= o
ons & A

the printed page. Each purchaser coul
hnd 1550 #menting press .
Ntes fro @tra\elled : '

on the painting ool tha would dgthe illu

In the hundred years betwee
set up in most countriesBéirope P

to other countrieseeking ark and helpi presseAs
the rumber ofprinting pessesrgw,bgok po®uction boomed.
The second half of the fifteenth,c saw 20 million copi@

printed books flooding the mafRgts,I Europe. The number WwEigt 6 — Gutenberg Printing Press.
Notice the long handle attached to the screw.

up in the sixteenth ce out 200 million copies This handle was used to turn the screw and
press down the platen over the printing block ()
This shift from hand 0 to_ mechanical printing led to |thet was placed on top of a sheet of damp E
: : paper. Gutenberg developed metal types for S
prnt revolutior revolution. each of the 26 characters of the Roman ©)
alphabet and devised a way of moving them -
around so as to compose different words of the E
New words text. This came to be known as the moveable o

type printing machine, and it remained the basic

Platen — In letterpress printing, platen is a board which|ig"nt technology over the next 300 years.
Books could now be produced much faster than

pressed onto the back of the paper to get the impression frofas possible when each print block was

the type. At one time it used to be a wooden board:; later jprepared by carving a piece of wood by hand.
The Gutenberg press could print 250 sheets

was made of steel on one side per hour.
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Fig. 7 — Pages of Gutenberg’s Bible , the first printed book in Europe.

Gutenberg printed about 180 copies, of which no more than 50 have
survived.

Look at these pages of Gutenberg’s Bible carefully. They were not just
products of new technology. The text was printed in the new Gui§gberg
press with metal type, but the borders were carefully designed, pgRg
illuminated by hand by artists. No two copies were the same. EVg

each copy was different. Even when two copies look simil 8
comparison will reveal differences. Elites everywhere pref@ lack of
uniformity: what they possessed then could be clg e, for no
one else owned a copy that was exactly the same.

|CNgI's in various
Sur age, and highlighted
; '(%é. t the colour on every

crMgrg printed the text in black,
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Fig. 8 — A printer’s workshop, sixteenth century
This picture depicts what a printer’'s shop looked like in the
sixteenth century. All the activities are going on under one roof.
compositors are at work, while
on the left galleys are being prepared and ink is being applied on
the metal types; in the background, the printers are turning the
screws of the press, and near them proofreaders are at work.

Right in front is the final product — the double-page printed
sheets, stacked in neat piles, waiting to be bound.

In the foreground on the right,

New words

text for printing

and the text composed
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Compositor — The person who composes the

Galley — Metal frame in which types are laid



%] The Print Revolution and Its Impact

What was the print revolution? It was not just a development, a new
way_of producing booksit transbrmed the lies of people
changing theieldionship to inbrméaion and knwlede and with

institutions and authoritigsinfluenced popular peptions and
opened up neweys oflooking athings

Let us &plore some othese lbangs

3.1 A New Reading Publi=
With the printing press,_a new reading public emerged. Prigtina 6

reduced the cost bboksThe time and bour equied to poduce | FAGLVIEY
each book came down, and multiple copies could be proc . e a bookse Wl ihe availability

with greater ease. Books flooded the market, reachmxof e e 3] okY Design a poster

eergrowing eadeship for your shch

they did not ead a book inddualy and re the
print, books were not only expensive but tfey could r& duced
er

in suficient umbes.Now boo t out to wid tions
of people. If earlier there was ng publk@a reading public

came into being

But the transition was not so simple. B@ould be read only by

the literate, and the rates of Iiterfa most European countries

were \ery low till the tventieth C% ythencould pubshes

persuade the common pgople &l e the printed book@ do

this, they had to keep in d the wider reach of the printed work:

even those who did ndg re& could certainly enjoy listening to books

being read out. [M™'s began publishing popular ballads and

folk talesand suc bgzs wi uld be ;fus)& illusteted with ;;ictues

These were then sung and recited at gatherings in villages New words
tavernsintoans Ballad — A historical account or folk tale i

Oral culture thus entered print and printed material was ¢ V€rse, usually sung or recited
transmitted. The line that separated the oral and reading ci. 1aems — Placeshere people ghered to

became blurred. And the hearing public and reading public be drink alcoholto be sered bod,and to meet
intermingded. friends and exchange news
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3.2 Religious Debates and the Fear of Print

Print created the possibility-of wide circulation;
ideas, and introduced a new world-of debate |

discussion,_Even those who disagreed

established authorities could now print and circu;
theirideasrhrough the printed meggghey could

peisuade people to thinkfdiently,and mee them |
to action. This had significance in different sph
of life.

Not everyone welcomed the printed book, and t
who did also had fears about it. Many wg
apprehensive of the effects that the easier accé

read then rebellious and irreligious thoughts
spread. If that happened the authority of ‘val -
literature would be destroyed. Expressed by gl
authorities and monarchs, as well as man
and artists, this anxiety was the basis
criticism of the new printed literature tha e i

Y& hley, L'Imprimerie, 1739.
one of the many images produced in early modern

o o wo sides of the goddess, blessing the machine, are

of life in edy moden Europe —namg] r Inerva (the goddess of wisdom) and Mercury (the messenger
god, also symbolising reason). The women in the foreground

In 1517the eligious&former Matin Luther wi are holding plaques with the portraits of six pioneer printers of

different countries. In the middle ground on the left (figure
ircled) is the portrait of Gutenberg.

to circulate. This
EuropeNeelebrating the coming of print. You can see the
Let us consider the implicatio in one S@fing press descending from heaven, carried by a goddess.

New words

within the Chur to the beginning of Bretestant
Reformation. Lutherstiansléion of the Nev Testament sold 5,000 Protestant Bformation —A sixteenth-centyr
copies within a few weeks and a second edition appeared witlivement to eform the Céholic Chuch
three monthDeeply gateful to printLuther saidPrinting is the  dominated by Rome. Martin Luther was one
ultimae gift of God and thergdest oné Several stiolas,in fact, ~ Of the main Rotestant eformess. Several
think that print brought about a new intellectual atmosphere dfgditions of anti-Catholic Christianity
helped sprad the ne ideas thded to the Rformation. developed out of the movement
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3.3 Print andDissent

Print and popular religious literature stimulated many distin
individual interpretations of faith even among little-educated wao
people._In the sixteenth century, Menocchio, a miller in Italy, k
to read books that were available in his locality. He reinterpret
message of the Bible and formulated a view of God and Cre
that enraged the Roman Catholic Church.\When the Roman C
began itmquisition to represkereticalideas, Menocchio was haule
up twice and ultimately executed. The Roman Church, troubl

such effects of popular readings and questionings of faith, im|
severe controls over publishers and booksellers and beganto
an Index of Prohibited Books from 1558

Fig. 10 — The macabre dance.
This sixteenth-century print shows how t of printing was

dramatised in visual representations of tife . In this highly
interesting woodcut the coming of p@g is 2ee#Ciated with the end
of the world. The interior of the printer’ kshop here is the site
of a dance of death. Skeletal res control the printer and his

workers, define and dictate \ be done and what is to be
produced.

Discuss

Write briefly why some people feared that the development of

print could lead to the growth of dissenting ideas.

New words

Source A

Inquisition -A former Foman Cénolic cout

for identifying and punishing heretics

Heretical -Beliefs which do not follow the
accepted teachings of the Church. In medieval
times, heresy was seen as a threat to the right
of the Church to decide on what should be
believed and what should not. Heretical beliefs
were severely punished

Satiety — The state of being fulfilled much
beyond the point of satisfachgn
Seditious — Action, speed @
seen as opposing th

&

Era tin scholar and a Catholc reformer,
ho CNijciSed the excesses of Catholicismbut kept
Igligghnce from Luther, expressed a deep anxiety

ut printing. He wrote in Adages (1508):

o what corner of the world do they not fly ,
these swarms of new books? It may be that one
here and there contributes something worth
knowing, but the very multitude of them is hurtful
to scholarship, because it creates a glut, and even
in good things satiety is most harmful ... [printers]
fill the world with books, not just trifling things
(such as | write, perhaps), but stupid, ignorant,
slanderous, scandalous, raving, irreligious and
seditious books, and the number of them
is such that even the valuable publications lose
their value!
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“Y The Reading Mania

Through the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries literacy rate~ == *

up in most parts of Europe-Churches of diffelenbminations

New words

set up dwools in villges carying liteag/ to peasants andisans
By the end othe eighteenth cenfim some pas of Europe

literacy rates were as high as 60 to 80 per cent. As literacy and
spread in European countries, there was a virtual reading r
People wanted books to read and printers produced books in
increasingambes

New forms of popular litesture gopeaed in printfamgeting nav
audiencesBooksellesr emplged pedla who roamed aund
villages, carrying little books for sale. Therealmesaacsor ritual
calendas;,along with ballads amiktalesBut otherérms of read

known as bgpmen,and solddr a peny, so tha

could buy them. In France, were the “Bilio eque

were low-priced small books printed orQo |ty pap
bound in beg bue coers. Then thee we' ancegri

on four to six pages, and the more substaMgial ‘histor, Q

stories bout the pasBooks ve @ ious sigs sewin
different puposes and intests @

matter, largely for entertainment, began to reach ordin rsas
well. In England, penmhapbookswerecarried by p t%a
", whi

The periodical pss deeloped fom the eeenth cenyr 5. -
W

combining inbrmation dout curent gfairs entégainment.

Newspaers and jounals cared ighgrRgiofy bout wars and tade
as vell as ne's ofdwelopments%er places
Similaly,the ideas décie d philosophaw became mer
accessible to the com @ people. Ancient and medieval sci
texts were compil@ published, and maps and scientific dié
were widely printed®When scientists like Isaac Newton bec
ublish their discoveries, they could influence a much wider
of scientiicaly mindedeades. The writings othinkers sub as
Thomas Rine \oltaire anddan dcques 8usseau @ also widel

printed and read. Thus their ideas about science, reason and ra
found their way into popular literature.

114

Denominations — Sub groups within a religion
Almanac — An annual publication giving
astonomical dea, informaion aout the
movements of the sun and moon, timing of
full tides and eclipses, and much else that was
of importance in the everyday life of people
Chabook -A temm used to cribe et

size books that are sold b lling pedlars

called chapmen. Theﬁ e popular from
the time of the si% ry print revolution

were

In 1791, a London publisher, James Lackington,
wrote in his diary:

‘The sale of books in general has increased
prodigiously within the last twenty years. The
poorer sort of farmers and even the poor country
people in general who before that period spent
their winter evenings in relating stories of witches,
ghosts, hobgoblins ... now shorten the winter
night by hearing their sons and daughters read
them tales, romances, etc. If John goes to town
with a load of hay, he is charged to be sure not
to forget to bring home Peregrine Pickle’s
Adventure ... and when Dolly is sent to sell her
eggs, she is commissioned to purchase The
History of Joseph Andrews!



4.1 ‘Tremble, therefore, tyrants of the world¥

By the mid-eighteenth centtinere wvas a common cuitction thd Source B
books were a means of spreading progress and enlightenmen
believed that books could change the world, liberate society This is how Mercier describes the impact of the
despotismand tyanry.and hegild a time hen eason and intellect g;':fdbc‘:‘;?::’ and the power of reading in one
- - - . . - I :
would rule. Louise-Sebastien Mercier, a novelist in eighteenth-c .
o ) Anyone who had seen me reading would have

France, declared: ‘The printing press is the most powerful en¢ compared me to a man dying of thirst who was
progress and public opinion is the force that will sweep desp: 9ulping down some fresh, pure water ... Lighting
away.In mary of Meciers noelsthe heoes ag tansbrmed my lamp with extraordinary caution, | threw

Y. ry $ _ b’ myself hungrily into the reading. An easy
acts ofreadingThey devour booksare lost in the wrld books  eloquence, effortless and animated, carried me
crede, and become enlightened in thecpss Corvinced ofthe  from one page to the next withdgmy noticing

N N . . it. A clock struck off the hours i silence of
power of print in bringing enlightenment and destroying the k' ¢ spadows, and | heard nothin pbegan

of despotismMercier ppdaimed:TremHde, therefore,tyrants of  to run out of oil and produ@y pale light,

the world! Tremie bebre the vitual writer!” but still | read on. | cou take out time
' to raise the wick fe f interrupting my
pleasure. How thg®e ideas rushed into my
. : brain! How nce adopted them?!
4.2 Print Culture and the French Revolutic» \ .
Many historians have argued that print culture cregfed g CONt Quokyg % oMert Darnton, The Forbidden Best-
within which French Revolution occurred. e gake ¢ SEUSEEF-Revolutionary France 1995.
aconnection?
Three types of arguments have bee
First: N q
. - . ew words
Collectvely,their writings mvided
superstition and despotism. TR F e of reason Despotism — A system of governance in which

absolute power is exercised by an individya
unregulated by legal and constitutional che

than custom, and demanded that eve
licdion of reason andationalit .
authority of the Church and the mc power of the state th' e

eroding the legitimacy of a ' r based on traditior

writings of\oltaire and usse&ad widet and those o

read these books saw th through new eyes, eyes th
l.

guestioning, critical ar@o

Second:_print cr. a new culture of dialogue and debse
valuesnoms and inMitutionsee e-evaluded and discussed &

public that had become aware of the power of reason

recanised the need to questiaisgng ideas and belidfgthin

this pulic cultue.new ideas obocialewlution came into being Enlightenment thinkers, also known as
philosophers, were

Print Culture

Third: by the 1780s there was an outpouring of literaturetad
the oyalty and criticised their_nadity In the pocessit raised intellectials of the 17th and 18th
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Bikkey Kumar Sha
The French Revolution was a significant social, political, and 

economic upheaval in France that began on 14 July 1789 

and lasted until 1799. It marked the end of absolute 

monarchy, feudal privileges, and the traditional societal 

hierarchy in France, leading to the establishment of 

democratic principles.

Bikkey Kumar Sha
French society was divided into three estates:

First Estate: Clergy (privileged, exempt from taxes)

Second Estate: Nobility (privileged, exempt from taxes)

Third Estate: Common people (paid taxes, faced hardships)

Rising inequalities created resentment among the Third 

Estate, which constituted the majority of the population.

Bikkey Kumar Sha
Enlightenment thinkers, also known as philosophers, were 

intellectuals of the 17th and 18th centuries who promoted reason

, scientific inquiry, and the rights of individuals as the foundation 

for society. The Enlightenment was a period that sought to 

challenge traditional authority, promote progress, and question 

established institutions like the Church and monarchy.
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guestionstaout the gisting social der Catoons andtaricéures

typicaly sugested thisthe monachy remainedlasorbed oyl in

sensual pleasures while the common people suffered _immense
haidshipsThis liteeture ciculaed undeground and led to the
growth of hostile sentimentgainst the monahy.

How do we look at these arguments? There can be no doubt that

print helps the spad ofideasBut we nmust emember thigpeople

did not read just one kind of literature. If they read the ideas of

Voltaire and Busseauhey were alsoxposed to monahical and Activity

Church propaganda. They were not influenced directly by ever ';n;]agine O —
they read or sa. They accpted some ideas argjacted other

They intepreted things theiman way.Print did not diectly shae
their mindsbut it did open up the possibilitytbinking diferently.

Wy PN T (@ (- TR
MOP\A‘BL'Q o ' NNE LIEN 4 -.J\F_vol\\ e
' N A M - C

before the revolution. Design a Czalg

®

would have appeared in a pamp

73
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4 y e

Fig. 11 — The nobility and @ mon people before the

cartoon of the late ei tury.
The cartoon shows %gw tiyordinary people — peasants, artisans and workers —had a

hard time while the noMyjty enjoyed life and oppressed them. Circulation of cartoons

like this one had an impact on the thinking of people before the revolution.

Discuss

Why do some historians think that print culture created the basis for the French Revolution?
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$] The Nineteenth Century

1301 — 190D

The nineteenth century saw vast leaps in mass literacy in Europe,
bringing in large numbers of new readers among children,

women and wrkers. (ONTISPIECE FOR THE FENNY MAGAZIN:

0f the Soclety for the Diffuzion of Useful Knowledge.

5.1 Children, Women and Worker=

As primary education became compulsory from the '
nineteenth centychildren became an impant céegory

for the pulishing indusit A childrers pessdevoted to
literature for children alone, was set upin France in 1
This press published new works as well as old fairy
and blk talesThe Grimm Bothes in Gemary spentgas |
compiling taditional6lk tales ghered fom peasantéhat €N
they collected was edited before the stories were p #‘
in a collection in 1812. Anything that was cgffsio
unsuitable for children or would appear vulgakutCNe g
was not included in the published version. Rural {0
thus acqued a ne form. In this vay,print ™

tales but also changed them.

Women became imgant aseac

majazines (see Fi) vere espg : _ ——
‘ Fig. 12 — Frontispiece of Penny Magazine.
were manials tedung poper behaot KD |LJC Penny Magazine was published between 1832 and 1835

When_naels bgan to be ertten In the nl . r'|n England by the SOC|ety f0r the le‘fUSIon Of Useful
_ Knowledge. It was aimed primarily at the working class.

type of woman: a_peso

detemindion and the
Box 3

Lending libraries n existence from the seventeenth century

onwards In the niM\eenth ceniytending libaries in Enignd ~ Thomas Wood, a Yorkshire mechanic, narrated
how he would rent old newspapers and read

became instruments for educating white-collar workers, artisggs by firelight in the evenings as he could not
and lower-middle-class people. Sometimes, self-educated woskierg candles. Autobiographies of poor people

class people wte br themseles After the vorking dy was ~ "a7rated their struggles to read against grim
obstacles: the twentieth-century Russian

gradual} shotened fom the mid-nineteenth centworkers had  reyolutionary author Maxim Gorky's My Childhood
some time for self-improvement and self-expression. They wrate My University provide glimpses of such

olitical tacts and autolgoghies in lage rumbes. iz
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5.2 Further Innovations

By the Ige eighteenth centythe pess came to be made out of
metalThrough the nineteenth centiinere were a series déirther
innovaions in printing témology.By the mid-nineteenth centur
Richard M. Hoe of New York had pedcted the peerdriven
cylindrical pessThis vas cpable of printing 8,000 sheets per hour
This pess was paticulaty usefuldr_printing nevspaers. In the

late nineteenth centythe ofset pess \as deeloped Wwich could

print up to six colours at a time. From the turn of the twentieth
centuy, electricajl opeeted pesses accedd printing opetions

A series of other developments followed. Methods of feeding paper

improved, the quality of plates became better, automatic paper reels

and photoelectric controls of the colour register were introduced.

PAANANNS A et e e ettt s

The accumulation of several individual mechanical improvements

transformed the appearance of printed texts. Q
i gies ¢ %

to_sell their_product. Nineteenth-century periodic lalised \\

important novels, which gave birth to a particu writing
novels. In the 1920s in England, popular, €S0 AN Y

cheap series, called the Shilling Series. ghe dyst cover g N

book jacket is also a twentieth-ceniuriN tion. Wi k at Fig. 13. What impact do such

onset of the Great Depression in the , publish@ METIEEmEIS [12E @ (2 [FUBE mie
e

decline in book purchases. T, ustair®buying, Do you think everyone reacts to printed material

o ] 5
out cheap paperback editio in the same way?

{1 e wReAT |
I JICINEY .
P=TTINr I
chi Go
'\{:nl ‘A mz |
“Ougy enceSit

e N Ak
{JOHN BRINSMEADXIONS ! BURGLAR-PROCF SAFES

FIRE - RESISTING SAFES.
MEDAL/ (2 <

Printed advertisements and notices were plastered on street walls, railway platforms and public buildings.
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India and the World of Print

Let us seelven printing bgan in India and kwideas and infmaion
were written before the age of print.

6.1 Manuscripts Before the Age of Print

India had a very rich and old tradition of handwritten manuscri

in SanskriArabic Persianas vell as inarious emacular langges
Maruscripts wre copied on palm less or on handmadepsa

Pages were sometimes beautifully illustrated. They would be ™
pressed between wooden covers or sewn together to e

presevaion. Maruscripts contured to be pyduced till wll after
the intoduction ofprint,down to the lge nineteenth centur

Manuscripts, however, were highly expensive and fragile.
to be_handled cafully, and thg could not besad easilas

Fig. 15 — Pages from the Diwan of Hafiz, 1824.

Hafiz was a fourteenth-century poet whose collected works are known as Diwan . Notice the
beautiful calligraphy and the elaborate illustration and design. Manuscripts like this continued

to be produced for the rich even after the coming of the letterpress.

manuscriptin
accordion format.

119

()
S
S
=
=)
©)
—
c
=
o




e
P
§
>
—
@
e
S
a
(S
@
&
c
o)
)
o
<
=
o
c
@
o
S
<

script vas written in diérent stylesSo

manuscripts were not widely used
everyday life. Even though pre-colon
Bengal had developed an extensive netv
of village primary schools, students ve
often did notead tets They onl leant
towrite Teabers dictéed potions of

texts from memory and students wrot&i9: 16 — Pages from the Rigveda. o
Handwritten manuscripts continued to be produced in India till much after

them down. Many thus became literafge coming of print. This manuscript was produced in the eighteenth
without ever actually reading any kindgntury inthe Malayalam script.

of texts

6.2 Print Comes to India

The printing pessifst came to Goa wittbRuguese missionaries @
in_the mid-sixteenth cenydesuit priests leatr Konkani an Q
printed seeral tractsBy 1674gout 50 books had been d . %

in the Konkani and in Enaa languges Caholic priest
the frst Tamil book in 1579t &odin, and in 17

The_ English language press did not gr iati i n
though the English East India esses

from the lte seenteenth cent

to all, but influenced by none’. So it was priMate English enterprise,
proud of its independence from coIquence, that began English
printing in India. Hickey publis Of advertisements, including
those tharelaed to the i rand sale o§laves But he also Source C
published a lot ofossig . Compays senior dfcials in As late as 1768, a William Bolts affixed a notice
India. Enraged by this emor-Geneal Warren Hastings on a public building in Calcutta:

peisecuted HieyginANgncowaged the pulicaion of officialy  “To the Public: Mr. Bolts takes this method of
sanctioned mesp@eMtha could counter thédw of information  informing the public that the want of a printing
that damaged the image of the colonial government. B ELe:isnzst:'sf_‘f'tﬁse;zggogiigrizt Z'isva:\ﬁn;aﬁz';
close ofthe eighteenth cenyuia rumber of newvspg@ers and encouragement to any ... persons who are
joumals apeaed in printThere were Indianstoo, who began  versed in the business of printing’

to pulish Indian ne'spaers. The first to @pear \as the we Bolts, however, left for England soon after and
Bengal Gazetieought out by Gangadhar Bhattacharya, \ nothing came of the promise.

was tose to Rmmohun By.

120



4 Religious Reform and Public Debates

From the edy nineteenth centyas pu knav, thee were intense
deb#es aound eligious issudsifferent goups confonted the
changes happening within colonial society in different ways, and
offered a variety of new interpretations of the beliefs of different

religionsSome_criticisedkisting pactices and campaigned f

reform, while othes countezd the ajuments ofeformess. These
debates were carried out in public and in print. Printed tracts and

newspapers not only spread the new ideas, but they shaped the
natuwre of the debate. A wider public could now participate in these
pubic discussions andpess their vies New ideas emeged

through thesdashes obpinions @

This was a time of intense controversies between social and religious
reformels and the Hlndu ﬁnod0<y over maters like wi o c
Bengal, as the debate developed, tracts and newsp jferated, \\

circulaing a wariety ofagumentsTo reat a wider gidjgn,

. .~ N
i S ' . o e 3
published,am-iahan Nanamn u % &a
a Gujarati newspaper, me@aahadel eafance.
In north India, theslamawere deeply a the collapse
of Muslim ¢nastiesThey feaed tha co&z;;bules would
p cotversion.chang the Musligane levs To counter

nineteenth centwa mber of Muslim sects and seminarie New words

appeared, each with a different interpretation of faith, each  Ulama — Legal scholars of Islam and the sh
on enlarging its following and countering the influence of ( a body of Islamic law)

opponentsJrdu print helped them conduct thes#dmain pulbic. Fatwa — A legal pronouncement on Isla
law usually given by a mufti (legal scholar
clarify issues on which the law is uncertain

Among Hindugoo, print encouaied the eading ofeligious tets
especiallin the emacular langgas The first printed edition of
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theRamcharitmaon&Julsidasa sixteenth-centytext, came out

from Calcutta in 181®y the mid-nineteenth centuchea
lithographic editionslboded nath Indian makets From the 1880s

the Naval Kishoe Pess aLudknow and the Shifenkaeshvar

Press in Bomlygpubished mmepus eligious tets in \emaculas.

In their printed and ptable form, these could bead eagiby the

faithful at any place and time. They could also be read out to large
groups oflliterate men and women.

Religious texts, therefore, reached a very wide circle of people,

encouraging_discussions, debates and controversies within and

among diferent eligions

Print did not only stimulate the publication of conflicting opinions
amongst communities, but it also connected communities and people

in different parts of India. Newspapers conveyed news from one Z
lace to anothggreding pan-Indian identities c

L 2
Source D
Why Newspapers? Q
‘Krishnaji Trimbuck Ranade inhabitant of Poong,intQads togpublish a in the Marathi Language with a view of
affording useful information on every topic of IocR§ . It will be free discussion on subjects of genenal utility,
scientific investigation and the speculations with the itic statistics, curiosities, history and geography of

the country and of the Deccan especialy... th
Welfare of the People is earnesty gefeigd.’

Bombay Telegraph and Courier, 6 @ 1849
‘The task of the native newspaper o political as tigns is identical to the role of the Opposition in the House of

Commons in Parliament in England. That is of ining government policy to suggest improvements, by removing
those parts that will not be to the benefit of th le, and also by ensuring speedy implementation.

tronage ar( orglof Al interested in the diffusion of knowledge and

as on what are the possible and desira provements, and this will surely earn it considerable influence’

Native Opinion, 3 April 1870. &

o

\

These associations ought to carefully st particular issues, gather diverse relevant information on the nation as well
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New Forms of Publication

Printing ceded an ppetite br nev kinds ofwriting As moe and

more people could now read, they wanted to_see their own lives,
experiences, emotions and relationships reflected in what they read.
The novel,a liteary firm which had deeloped in Ewope idealy

cdered to this needt.soon acqued distinctiely Indian érms and
stylesFor reades, it opened up e worlds of experienceand

gawe a wid sense athe dversity ofhuman kies

Other nev literary forms also ented the wrld of reading-

lyrics shot storiesessgs d@out social and political tfess. In

different ways, they reinforced the new emphasis on human lives

and intimate feelings, about the political and social rules that shaped @

culture was taking shape. With the setting up @
increasing number of printing presses, visual im
could be eagiteproduced in mitiple copie$aintes
like Raja Rvi Vamrma poduced imges br mgg
circulaion. Poor wood engawers who
woodblocks set up shop near the let

sud things Q
By the end othe nineteenth centya nev visual ey 6
< R ¢

bought even by the poor to
their homes or places of work
shaping popular ideas about modernityhg % ol
religion and politics, and society and cult

| J;,‘.-_:.

By the 1870s, caricatures an were k i}_ '_
published in journals and new /S, commer

nationalist cartoons criticising imperial rule.

Fig. 17 —

Raja Ravi Varma produced innumerable mythological
paintings that were printed at the Ravi Varma Press.
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8.1 Women and Prin®

Lives and feelings of women began to be written in particu:‘_’f
vivid and intense ays Womers reading theefore, increased -
enomousy in midlle-dass homed.ibeal husbands andliers
began educating their womenfolk at home, and sent them to s|
when vomers stiools vere set up in the cities anditts after the 'ai
mid-nineteenth centyMary jounals bgan carying writings¥y ¢

women, and explained why women should be educated. Th :j

be useddr home-basedlsooling

But not all &milies wre libeal. Consevaive Hindus belsed
that a literate girl would be widowed and Muslims feared{£&
educéed wvomen vould be carupted ly reading Witu ommances &
Sometimgsebel vomen deied sub prohibition.We knav the
story of a_qgitin a consesive Muslim &mily of north Indig _ 3952297
who secretly learnt to read and write in Urdu. Her famil Wghtea ' j o oo
. . - Wig. 18 — cx e of Indian Charivari.
her to re.zac? only the Aral@curan which she did not u @ tancdy, . mdiaN i was one of the many
So she insisted on learning to read a language ti#t Wa§ herojaunndg 'c re and satire published in
East Benal.in the edy nineteenth centuRashsu Ml eva | e/l etgnhcentury.
3 - amne imperial British figure is

young married girl in a very orthodox housghold, |o%nt to re right at the centre. He is
the secrecy of her kitchen. Later, she fgoNg@f autobiqgraii <uve and imperial; telling the natives

] . ] - - it'is to be done. The natives sit on either
Amar Jibamhich was published in 18 78 the firde rH'm fe of him, servile and submissive. The
autobiography published in the BengaliWaguage. InBians are being shown a copy of Punch, the

British journal of cartoons and satire. You can

Since sociatforms and neels creded a oed in st almost hear the British master say — ‘This is
) ] ] ] the model, produce Indian versions of it.’
in womers lives and emotio salsoa in vina

women would hae to s§ éout their ovny e 186Qs

a few Bengali women li i ebi wrote books
highlighting the experiences of w —about how women were
imprisoned at home, keptini a orced to do hard domestic
labour and teded unjustt by the eople theseved.Inthe Source E
1880sin presentday Mah#ghtp, Tarsbai Shinde ancaRdita ,

. : ) . In 1926, Begum Rokeya Sakhawat Hossein, a
Ramabai wrote with @ onate anger about the miserabl ,1cd educationist and literary figure, strongly
of uppercaste Hi 0! especiaflwidavs Awomanina condemned men for withholding education from
Tamil nosel pre d reading meant toamen viho were women in the name of religion as she addressed

. . . . the Bengal Women’s Education Conference:
so gedlyconfined ly socialeguldions: ‘For various easonsny ,
. . . ‘The opponents of female education say that
world is small ... Ma than halfmy lifes hgpiness has come o en will become unruly .. Fiel They call

from books ...’ themselves Muslims and yet go against the basic

_ _ _ o tenet of Islam which gives Women an equal right
While Udu, Tamil,Bengli and Maghi print cultue had deeloped  to education. If men are not led astray once

ealy, Hindi printing bgan seriouglonl from the_.1870Soona  educated, why should women?”
large segment of it was devoted to-the education-of wome... ...
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the edly twentieth centytjournalswritten br and sometimes |

edited ly women,becamexdremey popular They discussed

issues l&kwomers educton, widovhood,widon remariage

andthenational movement.Some of them offered househ

and fashion lessons to women and brought entertainment thre
I . | serialisedel

In Punjdo, too, a similardlk liteture was widel printed fom
the edy twentieth centyt Ram Chadha pulished thedst-selling
Istri Dham Vichato teab women hav to be obedient wes
The Khals&@ract Society plished bea booklets with a similar
messge.Mary of these wre in the 6rm of dialogueskmut the
qualities of a good woman.

In Bengal, an entire areaémtral Calcutta — the Battala — waj
devoted to the printing opopular booksHere you could by
cheap editions of religious tracts and scriptures, as well as}

Byshe It ninetea
centuy,a lot ofthese booksew bein illustet
woodcuts and coloed litharahs
publications to homes, enabling women to

leisure time.

rw
nineteentw
The ksiO® of the destruction

int%{ig

i
r@y relations. Here the
b otally dominated by his

wH®is perched on his shoulder.
1S®€ruel towards his mother,
gging her like an animal, by the

Ll

-~
-

DT O

H

-
-

O OTOTIOX S

[cazoXolo

Fig. 20 — An Indian
couple, black and white
woodcut.

The image shows the
artist’s fear that the
cultural impact of the
West has turned the
family upside down.
Notice that the man is
playing the veena while
the woman is smoking a
hookah. The move
towards women'’s
education in the late
nineteenth century
created anxiety about the
breakdown of traditional
family roles.
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Fig. 21 — A European couple sitting on chairs,
nineteenth-century woodcut.

The picture suggests traditional familySgles. The
Sahib holds a liquor bottle in his ha the

Memsahib plays the violin. 2

8.2 Print andthe Roor Reople
Vely deg small booksewe bought to maets in nineteenth-ce Q

Madras towns and sold at crossroads, allowing poor pe ctivi ’\6

to markets to buy them. Public libraries were set u o
twentieth centyrexpanding the access to bodkes ' L 1 20 and 21 Cf’ﬂer"Y- .
locded mosil in cities and tns and atimes in 2, ent are the artists making on the

For rich local pions setting up a liary was a \ay of cquiripg [@stic.

jal gwanges taking place in society?
at changes in society were taking place to

From the l&e nineteenth centrissues ofa SNMitan beyay voke this reaction?

be written bBout in mawg printed tacts and tiba P Do you agree with the artist's view?
Maratha pioneer of ‘low caste’ : te about uie

injustices of the caste system . jhe twentieth

centuy,BR.Ambedkar i Thashterghd ‘.Gll.'t-“l' Naide

@ enutaste and
their writings were read by people all ov&~India. Local pr
movements and sects also create(@of popular journals an
criticising ancient scriptures and¥gviS™fling a new and just futur

Workers in bctoriesmetowﬁged an jan to
write nudh &out their, cesBut Kashibha, a Kanpur

millworker, wrote a hedhote Aur Bade Ka $3ah@88 to ,

. o He was a doyen of modern Assamese literature.
show the links beqgueew caste and class exploitation. The poc g, 1: a2 sadhu (Grandma’s Tales)is among| his
another Kanpur millorker, who wrote under the name of Sudal notable works. He penned the popular song of
Chakr between 1935 and 1955, were brought together and pul Assam, ‘O Mor Apunar Desh’ (O’ my beloved land).
in a collection call&hcchi Kavitaganthe 1930s, Bangalore cotton
millworkers set up libraries to educate themselves, following the example
of Bomba workers. These wre spons@d ly socialgformers who
tried to restrict excessive drinking among them, to bring literacy and,
sometimes, to propagate the message of nationalism

Fig. 22 — Lakshminath
Bezbaruah (1868-1938)
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Print and Censorship

Before 1798, the colonial state under the East India Companpuves
not too concared with censehip Stangl, its edly meas@s to

control printed matter were directed against Englishmenin | sometimes, the government found it hard to
who were critical of Company misrule and hated the actior find candidates for editorship of loyalist papers.
pa.lrFic.uIar Cqmp@noﬁices The Cqmpaymas vorried thasudn. \é\;heen“ fS;nnd deer: ?nd'tloé7°7f’ﬂ\‘§a§ta;s;':zl t::; f‘?}i
criticisms might be used by its critics in England to attack its 1 asked rudely how much he would be paid

monopoly in India. for suffering the loss of freedom. The Friend
of India refused a government subsidy, fearing
By the 1820s, the Calcutta Supreme Court passed certain regt that this would force it to be obedient to

to control press freedom and the Company began encour: 9°vVernment commands.
publication of newspapers that would celebrate Britsh rule. In Looo,
faced with urgent petitions by editors of English and vernaclgcl)z);(lr5

newspaers,Govemor-Geneal Bentink ayreed toevise pess s
Thomas Macaula libeal colonial dfcial,formulaed nev rules

. Th f the printed word i t oft
tha restoed the edier frredoms € power ot the printed word IS most oten

seen in the way governments seek to regulate

After the revolt of 1857, the attitude to freedom of the pr 219 SuPPress print. The colonial government kept
) continuous track of all books and newspapers
changed. Enraged Englishmen demanded a clamp down ¢ pybiished in India and passed numerous laws to
‘nadive’ press As vemacular nespgers became assieely control the press.
nationalist, the colonial government began debating measu During the First World War, under the Defence
. of India Rules, 22 newspapers had to furnish
stringent contol. In .1878theVemacuIar. RessAct was passed, securities. Of these, 18 shut down rather than
modelled on the Irish &ss Las It provided the gvemment comply with government orders. The Sedition
with extensive rights to censor reports and editorials in the verni Committee Report under Rowlatt in 1919 further
strengthened controls that led to imposition of
pressFrom nav on the g_vemm_em lept regmafr td of the penalties on various newspapers. At the outbreak
vemacular nespgers published in diferent povincesWhena  of the Second World War, the Defence of India
report was judged as seditious, the newspaper was warned Act was passed, allowing censoring of reports of

. . . . ar-related topics. All reports about the Quit India
the warning was ignored, the press was liable to be seized a P Po utthe Quit Indi
movement came under its purview. In August

printing machinery confiscated. 1942, about 90 newspapers were suppressed.

Despite repressive measures, nationalist newspapers grew in n
in all parts of India. They reported on colonial misrule and

encouaged ndionalist actiities Attempts to thottle naionalist S°U"ce F

criticism provoked militant protest. This in turn led to a renev gandhi said in 1922:

cyde of pessecution and ptestsWhen Punjarewolutionarieseie  ‘Liberty of speech ... liberty of the press ...

deported in 1907, Balgangadhar Tilak wrote with great sym; fréedom of association. The Government of India
. . ) o . . is now seeking to crush the three powerful

about them in hikesariThis led to his imprisonment in 190€ yehicles of expressing and cultivating public

provoking in turn widespread protests all over India. opinion. The fight for Swaraj, for Khilafat ...
means a fight for this threatened freedom
before all else ...
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Write in brief

1. Give reasons for the following:

a) Woodblock print only came to Europe after 1295.

b) Martin Luther was in favour of print and spoke out in praise of it.

¢) The Roman Catholic Church began keeping an Index of Prohibited books from
the mid-sixteenth century.

d) Gandhi said the fight for Swaraj is a fight for liberty of speech, liberty of the
press, and freedom of association.

2. Write short notes to show what you know about:

a) The Gutenberg Press
b) Erasmus’s idea of the printed book
c) The Vernacular Press Act

3. What did the spread of print culture in nineteenth century India mean to:

a) Women
b) The poor
c) Reformers

Discuss

1. Why did some people in eighteenth century Europe think that print culture would bring
enlightenment and end despotism?

2. Why did some people fear the effect of easily available printed books? Choose one example
from Europe and one from India.

3. What were the effects of the spread of print culture for poor people in nineteenth century India?
Explain how print culture assisted the growth of nationalism in India.

Project

Find out more about the changes in print technology in the last 100 years. Write about the
changes, explaining why they have taken place, what their consequences have been.
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